Foundations of English 1/English 1
Mrs. Michele Dotson

michele.dotson@cms.k12.nc.us
http://ihsdotson.weebly.com
Class Goals: Students will…

· understand and appreciate literature and its connection to their everyday lives.

· create a cohesive and safe learning environment that fosters academic risk-taking and creativity.

· develop rhetorical analysis and formal writing skills.

· achieve success on the English 1 North Carolina Final Exam.

· explore reading, writing, listening, and speaking as it relates to various engineering fields (Academy of Engineering).

Course Description: English I

English 1 is a semester course designed to focus on the critical and analytical overview of all literary genres, including fiction (novels, short stories, folk tales, and drama), non-fiction (essays, speeches, and articles), and poetry (sonnets, epic poetry, ballads, blank-verse, metered, unmetered, and other). The course is also writing intensive.  Students will bring a variety of written pieces to completion by utilizing the writing process while demonstrating mastery of punctuation, grammar and usage, sentence structure, diction, and organization. 

Common Core Anchor Standards
Reading-Analyzing and evaluating texts at appropriate complexity levels for understanding, craft/structure, validity, and thematic connections to other works.

Writing-Writing frequently over a period of time in the argumentative, narrative, and expository modes (including research). Understanding and utilizing the writing process to create clear and coherent works that will incorporate technology.

Speaking and Listening-Preparing for and engaging in collaborate discussions effectively incorporating technology into classroom presentations.

Language- Understanding and applying correct of use of grammatical conventions. Understanding academic vocabulary as it applies to literature and grammar and apply vocabulary skills like prefixes/roots, context, and connotation to understand difficult word meanings.

Instructional Delivery 
The Springboard curriculum is a comprehensive program that is framed by the skills and understandings identified by college faculty as needed for students to be college and career ready. The curriculum is based on interactive, student-centered units of instruction which focus on critical thinking and problem-solving skills infused with reading, writing, oral literacy, and collaborative learning strategies.

Grading
1. Homework: Time is given in class to complete most assignments, and homework will be announced and assigned as needed. 
2. Quizzes: Literature and grammar quizzes will be given as needed, and may be pop quizzes to check for completion of outside reading assignments.

3. Tests: Tests will be announced no less than a week before they are given.

4. Mid-Term: Dates for the school’s mid-terms are to-be-determined.

5. Final Exam: The final exam schedule is set by the school and is not yet announced. 
Syllabus
	Timeframe
	Units of Study
	Instructional Goals
	Writing Assessments

	January -February
	Unit 1-Coming of Age

SAT/ACT/NCFE
Vocabulary Dev.

Punctuation

Diction

Parallelism
	Understand the concept of coming of age.
Identify diction, syntax, imagery, and tone-and understand the way they work together to convey an author’s or speaker’s voice.

Incorporate voice effectively into writing.

Analyze and use rhetorical appeals and evidence to present an argument to an audience.

Support inferences and/or claims using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

Analyze the functions and effects of figurative language and coming of age themes in Great Expectations. 
	Narrative that effectively portrays the voice of an interviewee while revealing how the experience contributed to his or her coming of age.

Essay of argumentation about the value of a college education. 

	February-March
	Unit 2-Defining Style
SAT/ACT/NCFE

Vocabulary Dev.
Grammar & Usage

Sentence Structure
	Identify specific elements of an author’s style.
Review and analyze elements of fiction.

Analyze syntactical structure and use clauses to achieve specific effects.

Develop close reading skills.

Identify cinematic techniques and analyze their effects.
	Original narrative from real or imagined experiences or events.
Essay analyzing the cinematic style of director Tim Burton.

	March-April
	Unit 3-Coming of Age in Changing Times

and

Unit 4-Exploring Poetic Voices

SAT/ACT/NCFE

Vocabulary Dev.

Organization and Strategy

Reading Rate
	Gather and integrate relevant information from multiple sources to answer research questions.

Present findings clearly, concisely, and logically, making strategic use of digital media.

Analyze how literary elements contribute to the development of a novel’s themes.

Participate in a Paideia seminar by citing textual evidence to support ideas and inferences.

Develop skills and knowledge to analyze and craft poetry.

Analyze the function and effects of figurative language.

Write original poems that reflect personal voice, style, and an understanding of poetic elements.

Present an oral interpretation of Seven Ages of Man.
	Essay of literary analysis.

Anthology of Poetry.

	April-May
	Unit 5-Coming of Age on Stage

Romeo and Juliet

SAT/ACT/NCFE

Vocabulary Dev.

Review/Practice 
	Cite textual evidence to support analysis of a dramatic text.

Analyze key scenes in text, film, and other medium.

Conduct research to answer questions and gather evidence.

Analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance a purpose.

Write an argument to support a claim.
	Staging Notebook for a key scene in Romeo and Juliet.

Essay of argument for or against the inclusion of Williams Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet in the ninth-grade curriculum.


Supplies/Materials 







1 3-ring binder with loose-leaf paper and 5 tab dividers

#2 Pencils








Black or Blue Pens


Highlighters








Index Cards 
Colored Pencils
Grading Scale
A        90-100

D 
60-69

B        80-89

F
59 and Below
C        70-79
Grade Weights

70% Formal assessments (tests, major quizzes, major writing assignments, and projects)
30% Informal assessments (classwork including warm-ups, notebook checks, quizzes, and homework) 

Retesting
Students will have the opportunity to retest on common assessments if their score is less than an 80%. In order to retest and receive the best possible grade, students MUST complete an application for retesting. Retests will only be given when all required fields of this application have been appropriately and honestly filled out. Before the application for a retest can be considered, students MUST complete at least 45 minutes of in-school remediation or tutoring. Retests will only be given within TWO WEEKS of the time the student receives the original score. After that time frame, NO retest is possible. 

Tutor Times

I will be present for tutoring from 2:30-3:30 on Tuesday each week after school. If I am unable to tutor one week, another Freshmen English teacher is tutoring during that time slot and will happily help my students with their work. 
Attendance and Make-Up/Late Work
Missing class results in missing information and instructor input, so each student is highly encouraged to be in class each school day. However, illnesses and emergencies do occur, and the following are the procedures for when they do.
Make-Up Work (for full credit)
-Upon returning to class, a student must ask me for make-up work and present me with a note from a guardian or school official. I will not remind the student to do this.
-The student will have double the time of his/her absence to complete the make-up work at home (absence of 2 days = 4 days to complete make-up work) before it will be considered late. 
-If a student is absent and there is no note from a guardian or school-official, all make-up work will be treated as late work.
Late Work (partial credit)

-Definition: work turned in after the due date with no note from a guardian or school official to explain why

-If work is turned in the day after it is due, the work can receive up to 75. All late work turned in two days or more after the due date cannot earn more than a 50. If the work is not complete, the grade will be lower. 
Silent Sustained Reading/Book Talk Project 

To increase reading comprehension and develop higher level reading/critical thinking skills, every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday in class, we will have 15 minutes of silent reading. Students are encouraged to find reading material that is interesting to them and will keep them motivated to read for the entire assigned time. Students will be also be assigned an independent reading project in connection to their SSR reading material. 
Classroom Procedures

Procedures:


*Be in seat when the bell rings and ready to begin work.

*Come to class on time, prepared with pencil, notebook, and all classroom materials. 

*Follow all teacher instructions. 


*Show respect for other’s feelings, possessions and space at all times. 


*Be responsible for your materials and your actions.

*NO food or drinks inside the classroom at any time. NO EXCEPTIONS!

*Electronic devices MUST be powered OFF and are not permitted for use inside the classroom.

*Do not talk or get out of assigned seat for any reason without permission. (We will have a 2-minute stretch/physical activity break 60 minutes into the  class period. Research shows this improves attention and brain function.)

*Profanity or inappropriate remarks are not permitted at any time. 


*Keep a positive attitude. 


*Follow all student handbook rules. 

Consequences for Violating Procedures:


*1st offense



Warning (with regard to severity)


*2nd offense



Conference* and parental contact/detention 

*3rd offense



Conference* and parental contact/referral 

*4th offense and beyond

Referral 

Severe Clauses:


Any student creating a severe classroom disturbance will immediately be sent to an administrator. 
Cell phone and electronic devices policy: 

Students are permitted to bring cell phones and electronic devices at their own risk, and it is NOT the responsibility of the teacher for any lost/stolen devices. Students will NOT be permitted to use devices during instructional time. If the student is using a device in class, the teacher has the right to confiscate the device until the end of the class period or school day. If student does not willingly give confiscated phone to the teacher, an administrator will be immediately called. 
Cheating: 


Any student caught cheating on a test or quiz, copying an individual assignment, or talking during a test or quiz, whether the student is finished or not, will receive a grade of zero for the assignment. The grade of zero will not be changed in any way. Plagiarism is not tolerated and severe penalties apply for any infractions. (See Independence High School Honor Code)
Tardy Policy:


See the student handbook. 
Please fill in the information below and return to Mrs. Dotson by Friday, January 22, 2106

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

By signing below you acknowledge your receipt of the English 1 rules, procedures and syllabus for Mrs. Dotson’s English class.
__________I have read and understand the rules and procedures, as well as the course requirements for English 1. 
______________________________________________(parent)

_________________________________________________(student)
PLEASE PRINT:
Parent(s) Name(s)______________________________________

 

                             ________________________________________

Cell Phone Contact(s) ___________________________________


                                    _________________________________________

Email Contact(s) _______________________________________


                            __________________________________________

