Socratic Seminar Prep Questions

Name:
Period:  

1.) Why does Shakespeare include Rosaline in the play?  What is her purpose?

2.) Why do you think Shakespeare has the whole play take place in only 5 days?  What does the accelerated time scheme add to or take away from plot?

3.) Do you believe in fate?  Trace how fate brings the two young lovers together and how it ultimately tears them apart?

4.) How do Romeo and Juliet change throughout the play?  Do they change?

5.) Who ultimately is to blame for the deaths of the two lovers?  What evidence do you have to prove that?

6.) There are a lot of religious references in the play.  What do you think Shakespeare’s opinions were of the church?
7.) Discuss the relationships between parents and children in the play.  How are Romeo’s parents and Juliet’s parents different?
8.) Mercutio is considered to be one of Shakespeare’s great creations, yet he is killed relatively early in the play.  What makes Mercutio so memorable a character?  What would have changed if he would not have died?

9.)  Friar Lawrence serves many dramatic purposes in the play.  Examine his role in the progression of the plot.

10.)  Juliet’s suitor Paris is compared throughout the play to Romeo.  Examine the similarities and differences between the two young men that love Juliet.

11.) Describe and analyze the different types of love we see in the play.

12.) Talk about the different types of antithesis that exist in the play.  Why does Shakespeare use all of these opposite but equal ideas?  Also discuss his three foil pairings.  How are these people foils of each other?

13.) What do you think Shakespeare is trying to say about teenagers in this play?  What, if anything, has changed over the last 400 years?  What has remained the same?
14.) What did you think about the play?  Was Shakespeare easier or harder than you thought?  Did you enjoy the story of Romeo and Juliet? 

15.) If you could summarize each of the following characters in one word, what word would you choose?  Romeo, Juliet, Mercutio, Nurse, Friar, Paris, Tybalt.  What if you had to summarize the whole play in one word?

                                                                    

What is the POINT of this play?  

What are the lessons we are supposed to learn?

What are the major themes of this famous work?

Why do we even study Will Shakespeare? What’s the POINT?


What is SQUARE in your mind?

What do you know is 100% true?

What are you confident in (in regards to R&J)?

What aspects of this story do you know really well?


What is CIRCLING around in your head?

What are you still unsure about?

What questions still remain for you about this play?

What is left unresolved?

Socratic Seminar Debriefing

1.) How did the discussion go?  Did the conversation move fairly easily or was it a bit awkward?

2.) What insights did you hear?  What, if anything, did you learn or look at in a new way?

3.) How did your facilitator do?  Did they keep the conversation going?

4.) What did you personally contribute to your group’s discussion?  What insights did you add?

